
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 9 January 2017 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe,   Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In Attendance:
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers and 1 member of the public.
45
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

16/17


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (unwell) and

Ms J. Dawson (other commitments).
46
OPEN FORUM
16/17

No one wished to speak.
47
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

16/17


It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 
Monday 14 November 2016 be APPROVED.
48
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
16/17


None.
49
PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORTS
16/17
To receive the December report
The Chairman provided the following updates to the December Project and Works report:
· Circular bench and tree for the Henhayes playground extension: rather than purchase a tree, it was proposed to take up the offer of a tree to be donated by the Lions Club (see item 52 below).
· Storage containers on Henhayes: the Crewkerne Rangers football club had requested additional storage space for their equipment.  It was noted that the Rugby Club had recently acquired an additional container and the Chairman advised that the possibility of the Town Council also acquiring an additional container was being investigated.
· Aqua Centre fire doors: work was ongoing with installation of the new fire doors, although installation was proving to be protracted.
· Aqua Centre zinc roof: awaiting the contractor to peel back a section of the roof, to assess the scale of repair required.
· Aqua Centre sagging floor by the reception area: a flooring contractor was due to open up the floor area imminently, to allow investigation into the cause of the issue.
· Drainage issues: the Clerk was due to meet with a groundworks contractor shortly to review options to improve drainage both at Henhayes and adjacent to the Happy Valley skatepark.  The meeting would also address the ongoing drainage issue at the George Reynolds Centre.
· Town Hall condition survey: a second opinion had been sought on the survey report from a structural engineer and the Clerk was arranging a meeting to obtain his feedback.
· St.Bartholomew’s church grounds: Cllr. Best and the Clerk had recently met with a member of the Parochial Church Council.  As a result, a number of grounds maintenance issues had been identified which required the support of the Council, including slippery paths, dog fouling, possible relocation of a litter bin, the cutting back of two trees and a parking issue.
Councillors raised the following points on the report:

· Elevated pathway and banking adjacent to Aqua Centre: as a temporary measure, the Clerk was asked to expedite the planting of shrubs in the banking, together with grass seeding the area, which would, it was hoped, provide some measure of soil retention on the banking.
· Farmers Market: the Town Council had recently been made aware of the fact that the organisation which manages the monthly Farmers Market, had been served notice by the Falkland Square Management Company, that charges would be levied for the use of Falkland Square, to an extent that threatened the viability of the market.  In view of this, and the important role of the market in the town, the Clerk was asked to write to the Falkland Square Management Company, expressing the Council’s strong support to the Farmers market in Crewkerne.
· Refurbishment of tennis courts: it was noted that the Lawn Tennis Association had been approached for possible grant funding opportunities although this not proven successful.  In view of this, it was suggested that grant funding options from Awards for All should be investigated.
· Further development of facilities at Happy Valley: to be added as a future agenda item.

50
THEMED MARKETS
16/17
To consider a proposal to hold a craft market in May 2017
Councillors considered the Deputy Clerk’s proposal to hold a craft market on Saturday 13 May, with the theme of Somerset Day and selling Somerset-related products.  Councillors strongly supported the principle of this proposal.  It was agreed that charges to stallholders for this event should be consistent with those for the other Council markets.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to put together the anticipated costs for staging this event and bring these back to Council for approval. 
51
USE OF HENHAYES RECREATION GROUND
16/17
To consider the request for use of the Henhayes recreation ground for the Crewkerne Junior Triathlon
After discussion, it was AGREED to the request to hold a junior triathlon event using the Henhayes field.
52
REQUEST TO PLANT A TREE
16/17
To consider the request for tree to be planted within the community of Crewkerne as part of the Lions Club International Centennial Community Legacy Project
After discussion, it was AGREED to take up the offer from Lions Club International of a tree to be donated to Crewkerne.  This tree would be positioned in the new Henhayes playground within the circular bench.
53
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
16/17


a)
Bincombe Management Committee meeting held on 8 November 2016
Noted.

54
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

16/17

The Chairman pointed out that, in using a cherry picker to take down the Christmas lights, it was apparent that more grounds staff needed to be trained to use a cherry picker.  The Clerk acknowledged this and advised that additional training of grounds staff was planned.
55
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

16/17

Monday 13 March 2017 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.52 p.m.
Signed: …………………..
Dated: ……………………
am09Jan2017
AM - 3 -

